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precarious and vagabond existence. Poverty, repining
and hopeless poverty, a canker of the mind unkown in
savage life, corrodes their spirits and blights every free
and noble quality of their natures. They become drunk-
en, indolent, feeble, thievish, and pusillanimous They
loiter like vagrants about the settlements, among spaci-
ous dwellings replete with elaborate comforts, which
only render them sensible of the comparative wretched-
ness of their own condition. Luxury spreads its ample
board before their eyes ; but they are excluded from the
banquet. Plenty revels over the fields; but they are
starving in the midst of its abundance: the whole wilder-
ness has blossomed into a garden; but they feel as
reptiles that infest it.
How different was their state while yet the undisputed
lords of the soil! Their wants were few, and the means
of gratification within their reach. They sa^y every one
around them sharing the same lot, enduring the same
hardships, feeding on the same aliments, arrayed in the.
same rude garments. No roof then rose, but was open
to the homeless stranger; no smoke curled among the
trees, but he was welcome to sit down by its fire and
join the hunter in his repast. 'For/ says an old historian
of New England, * their life is so void of care, and they
are so loving also, that they make use of those things
they enjoy as common goods, and are therein so com-
passionate, that rather than one should starve through
want, they would starve all; thus they pass their time
merrily, not regarding our pomp, but are better content
with their own, which some men esteem so meanly of.'
Such were the Indians whilst in the pride and energy of
their primitive natures: they resembled those wild plants,
which thrive best in the shades of the forest, but shrink